


Image And Elections







Questions

low does appearance relate to vote
share?

low do we tell how “competent”
somebody appears?




“rapid, unreflective trait
Inferences can contribute to
voting choices, which are widely
assumed to be based primarily
on rational and deliberative
considerations.”




























Take away:

some voters (enough to decide elections) are
making decisions about their vote choice
based on which candidate looks more
“‘competent”.

(not using other cues)













A really short lesson In
causality...

Effectof Aon B is
bias If C Is not
accounted for.

A B

Diet Coke Heart
Disease

C Omitted or

“Lurking”
Obesity \/griable




A really short lesson In
causality...

A B

Facial Election
Competence Outcome




Atkinson, Enos, & Hill (2008) create a
continuous scale of facial competence
for U.S. House (2004) and U.S.
Senate (1990-2004).
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Los Angeles

Houston







Distance (in two dimensions)




Competence (In one dimension)




What percent of the time does the face In
the row beat the face in the column?
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Competent Looking Current
Senators

Sen. John Thune (R-SD)

Sen. Barbara Mikulski (D-MD)




A B

Facial Election
Competence Outcome










Individual Voters:

moving from ‘bad' to 'good' challenger face
+3 In Senate races



















A B

Facial Election
Competence Outcome

C

Incumbency &
Chance of Winning




Chance of
WilaTallale —>




So what about Presidents...

Competing information:

More important the office = more
Information

(but you probably see the person more too)







Take Aways (Atkinson, Enos, & Hill):

Candidate appearance matters much less than
political factors.

Faces are distributed by political factors.




.75 (95 percentile) .38

mean = .22







